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him to be untenable and -of no value, ordered a
retreat to be sounded, to the great disappointment
of the troops, who were flushed with the prospect
of a certain and easy victory. The British loss
was twenty-four killed, and one hundred and four
wounded; besides the two staff-officers above
mentioned, Captain M'Dowell, of the artillery,
and Lieutenants Pointz and Pickering, of his
Majesty's 17th, were severely wounded. The
enemy lost a sirdar, named Sooruj Thapa, and
many more men than we did ; but the retreat
gave to them the triumph of a decided victory.

The result of this action, and the bravery the
enemy had displayed, left in the general's mind an
impression of the inadequacy of his force to the
objects assigned to it, which influenced all his
future measures: instead of endeavouring to pene-
trate the hills, he confined his operations to defen-
sive precautions.   At his solicitation, parties  of
irregular horse were added to the force; and, in the
end, the 8th native cavalry was  sent to assist in
scouring the country, and repelling the enemy's
incursions. Report magnified the Goorkha army to
twelve thousand men; whereas, their regular troops
scarcely reached so many hundred.   The major-
general, however, giving credence tp .these exag-
gerated statements, threw up works at Lotun, and
put a garrison there to defend the direct road to
Gourukpoor, while he himself moved with his